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] DEATII OF MR. J“:B. WALKER,
LGS,

| _\\'idesll:mml regret was expressed in the
city on Saturday at the sul intelligencs
that A Junes Backhonse  Walker

FR.GS, of the fir of Walker anr.i

Welfhagen, solicitors, nnd Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Tnwnania, bad died
frow puenmonia, supervening on influenza.

Mr. Walker lind been ont of health for
i some days |I\r|:\'inl1.s to Monday in Jast
| week, when he was seized with influenza,
| and for the first two or three days was laid
| np with the unsnal symptoms.  Then
{ pnenmonia set in, nt of “sneh a mild kind
| that np to Friduy evening he had but little

fever, and np to midnight on Friday he

appeared to be going on wall. He thep
told his nnrse he was so nineh more come-
fortalle that he conld go to sleep, and he
laidd down and dozed, It during slesp the
heart's action eollnpaed, and he couﬂl not
be revived aflerwnrds, death supervening
at 10 o'clock Satuvdny morning. '

The decenseil wis the eldest son of the
late Mr. George Wishingtuon Walker, and
was born in Hobart in I84l. He re-
ceived his education at the High School
here, and the Friends' School, York,
England. He was pdwitted as a barristey
| 20 Tasmania in 1876, and waus one of the
original menbers of the Couneil of the Uni-
versity of Tusmania. Ti 1885 he was elected
o member of the Conneil of the Royal
Sueiety of Tnsmnnin, srel wis w0 constany
(CONEIDMLOT Lo bl soeiety's Jonennl, Mo
Wallier way vecognireil as” tho leading:
authority on the history of eatly Tasmania,
| At the meeling of the ellows of the
| Boyal Soeiety held last month he read &
| niost interesting paper on the ukorigines of
| Tasmanin. Few live tiuken o keener interest

in hizher edneation in the eolony. He
| was also an netive member as one of the
| trustees of the Ta~ma Library, and pos-
| sessed one of the liuest libraries of works
| relaling to Anstralin and Tasmania. He

was aleo mneh interested in the prosperity
of the Workingmen's Clul in the early
stages of {ts career, and dil good service in
| promaoting theift nmong its members. e
was also for many yearsn sealous worker in
the Davey-street Sunday-sehnol, and his
anobtyisive  chad was  well  known
thronghout the eity, though, like a trme
man, Ife Jiked hest to do gond deeds by
stealth.  The Conneil of the Law Society
forinl him always a consislent saopporter.
In these, and in many or wavs, he was
. protinent aml usefnl vidzen, and will be
much missed,

At St David’s  Catliedral yesterday
Dean Wite made tonehing reference to the
deceased, anl the grent loss the community
Lias suflere] in his silden demise.

At Bt Andrew's Clinreh yesterday the
Rev. De. Seott wale heief bt feeline re-
ference to the death of Mr. J. B Walker,
He saidd, © T livst met hiso nenrly 30 yeare
agn as one who bwl been the intimate
friend and assovinte of my immediate pre-
decessor, Hev, Dr. Hervice. I have known
him somewhal inthentely ever since. I
aWe «h to bim personally. In other
vears he did mnch renl service to oux
Chareh in  Tasie throwing into his
work in her lebalf wore than professional
#eal. In the wenernl rommunity he has
loni been a wenuine worker in many ways,
and more especially in the canse of edura-
tian.  He tank a deep interest in all that
coneerned onr University from its origie.
and latterly as its \'ir:u-{“‘}:mme]lor. In pro-
mnting its usefaliess and in watching ite.
wogress he tools o stngulare delight.  His
egal knowledge, his nulive capacity, his
singleness of pnrpose, and his anwearied
devotion, enabled him to render it sneh
lielp as money conld not purchase. In the
futnre his name will he imcgm—ably linked
with its fortanes, Tint Mr. Walker's
interest was Ly no means confined
o one channel, or directed o
one object. He way a man  of
wilde sympathies, of intellectual ﬁrwp, and’
rich and varied attainments, He took a.
deep interest in all that related to the-
eatly history of the colony, and had a
more intimate acquaintance of this sub-
ject than any other of our citizens. Hiw
many services to lis native land were:
rendered quietly, amnd without ostentation:
or parade. He was in the hest sense a
good citizen and a good man, Tasmanis
is poorer to-day by reason of his death.

At the close of both morning and even-
ing_service, the organist, Mr. Hudson,
renderad the *‘ Dead March,” the congre-
g&tion remaining reverently standing,

The Chancellor of the University (Rev..
Geo. Clarke), lelieving it would be in
aecordance with the wishes of the relatives,.
has abstained from ealling on the Council
and Senate and younger members of the
University to  eollectively attend the
funeral of their lamented Viee-Chancellor ;.
bt lie feels sure that every member of the
University who ean nttond in testimony of
his individnal regret for the loss sustained
by the whole eommnnity, will be present
to pry the lnst trilbute of respect at the

L,
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o il a a
The funeral will rake place in the
Friends’ Tmrial gronnd this morning, leav-
ing his late residence at 9 30.
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DAVEY - STHEEDI CUNGREGA-
TIONAL CHURCH.
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Last evening the Rev. George Clurke,
the pastor of the Duveyv-street Congrega.
fional Chinrsh, at the close of his SETMIOn,
which was from Mieah, 6Ll chapter and
the #th verse, said in veference to the
late J. B, Waiker :—* [ kuew our dear
friend long enough and well enough to
speak  with wore than usual confidence
about him, and I should like vou to
conuect his memory with the text, becinse
I think that the ancient words express
exactly the deep conviction and the stead-
Tust purpose of his life. Mr, Walker was
born and nortured in a pious family of the
society of Friends, a Sociely that is con-
spicnons for its testimony o the abiding
truth and obligutiou of this ancient oracle.
and to ite supremacy over all forms aoc
cerewmonies, confessions, and conveution-
alities by which so muny Wy o override
it. His father, Mr. Georgeé Washineton
Walker, bas a revevenl pluce in  the
wewory of our older generatlon as a wan
\\']m,}plaiq:ly toall, tried Lo walk huoobly
with his God, and to do jastly, wl to luve
mierey in all the relations of life. It was no
small thing for the boy James thal he
pussed his early years in an atmosphere of
wentleness, purity, and piety, that no after
development of hix Jife could Luke out of
his character. For his life dil change, and
he took a larger view of the sweep
of things, as we all have done, than
what was within Jthe hovizon of the
generation before us. But be never lost
the reverence, the kindliness, the con-
slderateness, the unselfishness, the con-
scientiousness, of his early truinlug, As
his intelligence developed his sympathies
grew  wider, and  the Interests of life
appealed to hin as cove:lan a lavger feld
than the simple outlook ot his carly howe,
He becwme esseutinlly n strong-ininded,
lavge-hearted, wide observing man, and
those who knew him best trusted in the
sobriety of hix judgment, and the perfect
integrity of his character, while they were
won ﬁ) the love and loyalty of a meost
unselfish disposition. On veligious watters
1 know enocugh to say that, though he
would not bind himself Uo forms, yet with
far wore thao the asseat of the intellect,
he hield fast to the supreme verities of the
Cliristian Faith, wd tried to live by the
statdard of Christion duty, But he saw
this, that there iy a multitivde of doubtful
questions in debate among Christians and
seholors on which very few ave competent
to form wn independent judgment, and if
they had the capacity the ave not the
tirue to master even the ters of the pro-
blems to be solved. They might be gnes-
tionsof moreorless importanceand interest,
bul his practical attitude towards them
all was this—they are quite subordinate to
the roling principles of Chrisiinn living.
They might be decided one way or the
other, or not be decided at oll.” In any
cise, they do not touch the eardinn re
quirement thab is binding above them all.
“What doth the Lovd require of thee but
to do justly, to love werey, and to walk
humbly with bh&‘ God1™ One of the
things in Mr, Walker that greatly im-
pressed his friends was the vigour of his
intellect, the interests with which he was
intellectually concerned, and the sobriety
of his judgment upon them. He always
wanted facts, aud he took infinite pains to
verify the facts. Hi hes, for in-
stance, into the former history of Tasmania
and the adjacent colonies had very little
of Lthe speculative elemnent about them.
He tried his ntmost to show the thing as
it netually was, and thought ne pains too
great that might accomplish that end. His
dutermination Lo get at Lthe exact truth of
things marked hitn in all matters great
and small, and made him the greatest
authority we had in private life, nnd on
much that is connected with the rise and
progress of the Australino  colonies.
Another thing in our denr friend that
specially  distinguished him  was  the
brendth and  vitality of his  social
sympathies. It was a perfect joﬁ to him
to enter into the life of others. is ways
were 50 simple and divect that he could
winat sight the cenfidence of strangers who
might happen to be visiting our city, and
he always looked after them. He carried
that quulity into all the fiuily groups
1l he visited, and the Htule children of
many  families  gathered  round Uncle
Walker with perfect love and Lrust, and
told him the things of their ehild.life
with  the  feeling ~ thut  they had a
very pabient and svinpathetic listener,
For many years Mr, Waller took w promi-
nenk ?ul'[, in the teaching of our Sunday-
sthool, and when he relinguished his
post as a teacher, he still kept himself at
tonch with the school, and acted as its
treasurer up to the time of his death.

The Dead March in Sawl was played at

the conelusion ; the congregation remained l

standing.
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Above :TZrmes Beckhowse b : 6-7-1794
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GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER AND
THE CONVICTS.

E 3

OLTAIRE'S visit to the country residence of
Andrew Pitt, a retired Quaker merchant of
London, is a notable incident in the life of a remark-
able man, and in the history of a remarkable sect. Its
object was to satisfy the curiosity by which the keenest
intellect of the age had become possessed as to the
nature of the Quaker religion. Its result was that
Cowper’s “brilliant Frenchman® was almost persuaded
to be 2 Quaker, and that Howard’s “ favourite sect” was
for once described from without, almost as if by the
pen of a Christian.

“My dear sir, are you baptized?” was the first ques-
tion which Friend Pitt was expected to answer—it was
the question which good Catholics were accustomed to
put to the Huguenots. His reply was, of course, nega-

tive. “What? morbleu!” Voltaire asked, *are you .

not Christians then?” My friend,” answered Andrew,
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“swear not; we are Christians, but we don’t think that
Christianity consists in throwing water and a little salt
on an infant’s head.” “Have you forgotten that Christ
was baptized?” inquired Voltaire. ¢ Christ,” replied
Andrew, “received baptism from John, but He never
administered baptism. We are not disciples of John,
but of Christ.” ¢ How about the Sacraments?” was the
next article of the sceptic’s catechism, *We have
none,” was the Quaker's response ; and on this head he
referred to Barclay’s " Apology” for the sect, which he
declared was one of the best books that ever came from
the hand of man, and was shown to be excellent by the
fact that their enemies agreed that it was dangerous.
An allusion to Barclay naturally led Andrew to offer
his own apology for the Friends. He excused himself
from responding to his polite visitor's bows and compli-
ments without taking off his broad brim. He explained
the literal and spiritual significance of the Quaker use of
the second personal pronoun singular. He had some
remarks to make about Quaker dress. He expounded
the objections of the Friends to the use of oaths and
their opposition to war, being careful to state that this
latter peculiarity was not due to any deficiency of
courage, but to a becoming recollection of the fact, “We
are neither wolves, nor tigers, nor dogs, but men, but
Christians.”

After attending a First Day meeting of the Friends
at their “church” near the Monument, Voltaire had
some more questions to propound, in reply to which he
obtained information as to the peculiar forms of worship
approved by the sect, as to their rejection of “ new pres-
byter and old priest,” and as to their doctrine of the
inward light—a doctrine of which it seemed to him that
he had heard before, and with reference to which he
exclaimed, “Voilk le ptre Malebranche tout pur.”

Thus interrogated in the person of Andrew Pitt before
a friendly inquisition, the Society of Friends gave an
account of itself in which all its well-known character-
istics are to be seen at a glance, One thing only was
overlooked, but that was more important than every-
thing else, viz., the fact that among Christian sects the
sect of the Quakers is eminently Christian, at any rate in
its practice. It did not occur to Voltaire that there was
anything to be gained by pursuing the line of inquiry
which was started in the question, * Are you not Chris-
tians, then?” and thus, whilst it did not escape his
notice that Andrew Pitt’s pocket-flaps were superfluously
ample, he missed the discovery in regard to the Quaker’s
religion, that its genius, according to the testimony of
history, is displayed rather in the clothing of the naked
than in wearing of phylacteries.

No sect has ever identified itself with purely philan-
thropic causes in the way in which the Quakers have
been associated with Anti-Slavery, Abolition of Wars,
Prison Reform, Treatment of the Insane. It is alleged
that the Society has seen its best days; that it now




166 GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER.

shows signs of decrepitude and decay, at any rate, in
England. Some years ago prizes were offered for an
essay on the subject of the numerical decline of the
Triends, and it would seem probable that the competitors
“or those prizes might have assumed it to be a fact that
the prosperity of the sect is on the wane in this country.
If this be so, the whole history of the fraternity, its rise
and progress, and now its decline and fall, may, perhaps,
be justly said to turn upon the peculiarity of the Quaker
religion, which escaped the notice of Voltaire, and which
made Quakers “the favourite sect” of John Howard.
Verily, the latter end of the peacemakers is peace. The
Quakers have now no enemies, unless possibly it be
among themselves. If the Quaker sociéty is doomed,
the reason is not, perhaps, so much that a great deal of
its earlier testimony is now growing antiquated, as that
its one great testimony, that which it has borne to the
truth, that Christianity means peace on earth, good-will
among men, has been superannuated by being generally
accepted. If it be true that it is time now for the
Society to which Elizabeth Fry belonged to chant its
“Nune dimittis,” it is because it has seen the salvation
of God arrive in the form of all Christian sects learning
to make some profession of that philanthropy which
was long the glory of one. History will probably record,
with regard to the Society of Friends, almost alone
among Christians sects, not that it outlived its influence
and then died hard, but that it lived till the principles

for which it contended ceased to be those of a sect or a
party, and then, at peace with the world which it had
conquered and blessed, gave up the ghost.

The Quakers, in the course of a unique career of
beneficence, have had much to do with convicts. Those
meekest of the meek of the Christian world who, when
they are smitten by an enemy on the one cheek, turn to
him the other also, have been more intimately associated
than all other Christians with burglars, horse-stealers,
highwaymen, wife-beaters, and murderers. Since long
before the days of Elizabeth Fry, the amelioration of the
state of criminals has been one of the things with which
the Society of Friends has most persistently occupied
its philanthropic energies. They were called Quakers,
as everybody knows, by a judge who was only too happy
to give their founder, George Fox, a taste both of the
prison and the lash. Their refusal to take oaths in
courts of justice, as well as the stiffness of their general
nonconformity, and their preaching of the Gospel of
peace in an aggressive manner, gave thousands of them
an acquaintance with the interior of prisons, and with
jail-life, which could not be entirely without effect upon
the traditions and tendencies of the sect. But be this
as it may, it will not be denied that the cause of the
prisoner (at least till a comparatively recent period) has
been almost made exclusively their own by the disciples
of George Fox, that cheerful culprit, who, as Voltaire
puts it, when he had received his proper share of the
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lash, begged for a “double dose” for the good of his
soul

George Washington Walker, of whose life and labours
it is proposed to give a brief account in these pages, was
an excellent specimen of the Quaker fraternity, both on
the score of its general philanthropy, and its special de-
votion to the cause of the prisoner. His name, though
revered in the Society, and not forgotten in the colony
in which he spent his later years, is all too little known
in England ; and for this reason a slight sketch of his
career may have an interest for some readers, such as
could not be easily imparted to the biography even of
more celebrated ornaments of the sect. Like many of
his brethren, with all his taking of Secripture literally
where it would have been easier to take it otherwise, he
took in that way its philanthropy, and especially the
precept, “ Let not your left hand know what your right
hand doeth.” He was one of those friends of humanity,
perhaps exceptionally numerous among Quakers, who do
good by stealth, and who do not take the same pains, or,
it may be, enjoy the same facilities, as those of other and
more powerful sects in the way of keeping the outside
world informed as to what they have done and are going
to do for its benefit.

George Washington Walker’s fame has suffered in this
way. It has suffered still more, perhaps, from what is
rather an accident to which good men of all sects are
posthumously liable than a rule of their Society, which
bears heavily on the best of deceased Quakers. His
life has been written in one of those bulky volumes in
which the memory of the just is destined to perish. Any
chance that there was of his renown extending beyond
the bounds of the Society, and of its being perpetuated
to a distant age, was abolished by its being entombed
in a large octavo, published by the Society. So that if
“Ne quid nimis” is a rule which ought to be strictly
applied in biography as in other literature, our good
Quaker's memory has suffered from the breach of that
rule in more ways than one; as, according to their
custom, there was most likely too little said of him by
the Friends while he lived, so by an exceptional con-
formity to the customs of an evil world, they have had
too much to say of him since his death to admit of his
being known as he ought to have been.

A great part of the Society’s bulky life of him is
occupied by his journals and letters, written during the
period of his travels in Australia and in Africa. Though
written with Quaker gravity and simplicity and stiffness,
and though relating to countries which have been visited
by troops of missionaries since his day, these journals
and letters are by no means dull reading, It is especi-
ally amusing as well as edifying to note in them how
extremes of human character meet, and in their meeting
display towards each other a courteous behaviour—the
benefactor of his kind, purist even in his speech and
in his dress, conversing amicably in the penal settle-
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ments of Australia with compatriots who had left their
country for their country’s good, thouing and theeing
scoundrels converted by inhuman punishment into
fiends, and at least in one case receiving from them
what would thus seem to be a possibility of any con-
ceivable state of sinners—a complimentary address:
‘“ We, the prisoners of the Crown, embracing the tenets
of the Protestant faith,” &ec.

Walker was born in London in 18co, the son of
Unitarian parents, of whom one died when he was very
young, and the other, when he was five years old, re-
moved to Paris, leaving him to the charge of his grand-
mother at Newcastle-on-Tyne. At the age of fourteen,
after having been baptized by a Unitarian minister and
confirmed by the bishop of the diocese, he was appren-
ticed to “a professor of religion,” who was, nevertheless,
“a very inconsiderate man, at whose death, his appren-
ticeship not having expired, he was transferred to the
drapery establishment of Hawden Brage,” an upright
and consistent member of tmiety of Friends. After
Hawlden’s death, his widow asked James Backhouse, of
York, a leading member of the Society, and not one of
its least brilliant ornaments, to assist her in the valua-
tion of the stock. On this occasion Backhouse and
Walker met for the first time, and their meeting at the
stock-taking in a Newcastle draper's shop was the
commencement of a friendship which was cemented by
much travel, and by much co-operation of another than

the commercial sort. The immediate result of this.
acquaintance was the conversion of young Walker from
the faith of his fathers to that of Mary Bragg and James
Backhouse. He began to attend the meetings for wor-
ship of the Friends, and in 1827 was formally received
into the Society.

During his residence with the Braggs, an attachment
sprang up between him and their daughter Mary, to
which a melancholy end was put by her death, This
episode in a life devoted to the sternest duties of philan-
thropy is not without a touch of poetic beauty. FPoor
Mary Bragg, for a year or two before her death, was
afflicted with blindness, and in reference to this calamity
her Quaker lover writes to her in a strain which would
throw the audience in a law court on certain occasions
into fits of laughter, but which here, perhaps, may be
read not without a sigh. “I have thought much of the
declaration of Ruth to Naomi, and with my whole heart
and soul I can address thee in the same manner. No
language of my own can convey a more genuine tran-
script of my heart as it relates to thee than the sixteenth
and seventeenth verses of the first chapter of Ruth,
which thy dear mother will rvead to thee.”

Mary’s death was followed by a memorable crisis in
his life. His friend Backhouse “had for many years
had an Impression on his mind that it would be required
of him to pay a religious visit to some parts of the
southern hemisphere ; and in this impression he was
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confirmed by the judgment of the Society, which took
the matter into consideration at its regular monthly, |
After settling his
affairs and leaving York, Backhouse waited in London
for some weeks in the hope of a companion turning up.

quarterly, and yearly meetings,

While he waited he prayed, and one evening, having as
usual petitioned that a travelling companion might be
assigned to him, he retired to rest, with the feeling
strong in his mind that any doubts as to his mission
which still lingered about him would be set at rest if that
supplication were successful, “Towards morning,” he
says, “before I was thoroughly awake, I was considering
who there were in various places who might be suitable
for such a service, when the words, Now look northward,
were distinctly and powerfully impressed upon my mind,
and in a moment Newcastle and my friend G. W. Walker
were set before me.”

When this fact was communicated to Walker, he was
brought “under close exercise of mind.” He had not
anticipated any call from being behind the counter in
Newcastle to *“ ministerial duty” in the southern hemi-
sphere. The oracular form in which it came to him did
not, irrespective of the inward light, settle the question
whether he should accept it. After much hesitation he
did accept it, judging, in the first place, with character-
istic sagacity and modesty, that the way to overcome
tendencies to evil, of which he was conscious, was to
avail himself of the opportunity,to do good ; and also
that some indication of his duty had been given him in
the fact that he was not hindered by domestic and social
ties from devoting himself to the service of humanity.

Accredited to “the southern hemisphere” by a cir-
cular epistle from the Newcastle meeting of Friends,
Walker and his companion sailed from London for
Tasmania in 1831. Some Chelsea pensioners, who had
“ commuted their life pensions for an advance of four
years’ payment,” were their fellow- voyagers, and with
these drunken and disorderly steerage passengers the
Friends had much to do on the side of peace and of the
captain. In the course of the voyage, Walker became
impressed with the belief that he had a commission to
preach the Gospel as well as his companion, who was
frequently moved to address the ship’s company. His
courage, however, failed him ; “through fear and human
weakness?” the few remarks which occurred to him were
suppressed, and he turned again to the lighter and less
formidable duties of separating pensioners who were
fighting with each other, and of supporting J. B. and the
taptain In their efforts to suppress mutinies always
breaking out afresh, either in the steerage or in the
forecastle, on the subject of the daily dispensation of
grog. How far the influence of goodness may extend,
even when that influence is circumscribed by the fear and
human weakness which suppress the tendency to preach-
ing, was seen on this voyage on several occasions in
Walker’s case ; and more especially when, on his inter-
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posing in a quarrel in which blows were going, one of
the bystanders clasped him round the waist, and en-
treated him to let others mediate in a case in which
there was so much risk of personal injury.

The ship having touched at the Cape, the Quakers
visited the jail at Cape Town, thus beginning work in
South Africa, in which they were destined some years
afterwards to earn for themselves and for the Society
an honourable name, In one of the condemned cells
there was a prisoner whose case deeply stirred their
sympathies. He was under sentence of death, having
been convicted of murdering his wife in a fit of drunken-
ness. A Hottentot and a Mohammedan, he had since
his confinement been converted to Christianity, by the
cfforts of Dr, Philip, of the London Missionary Society,
who, it was reported, finally gained his object by suggest-
ing to the prisoner,that he should ask the Mohammedan
“priest” who visited him whether any provision was
made in his religion for the pardon of sin—a question
at which, so to speak, the Moslem theologian was

obliged to surrender at discretion. At the same time,’

however, that he noted this triumph of the Christian
divine over the priest of the false prophet, our Quaker
missionary, with characteristic fairness, records a fact, on
the strength of which the defeated Mohammedan might
perhaps, if he had chosen, have prolonged the contest
with his adversary, viz., that the prisoner’s brother, also
a Hottentot and a Mohammedan, had subjected himself
to confinement in order to be near him, and was con-
verted along with him. Before they left Cape Town, a
prayer meeting was held in the Mission Chapel, under
the presidency of Dr. Philip, which the Friends * be-
lieved it right to attend,” and they heard there what
pleased them much, of the unity that prevails among
spiritually-minded Christians “ in essentials.”

The Quakers, on their arrival in Tasmania, stayed
three months in the capital, Hobart Town, which was
then about a third of its present size, having a population
of a little over eight thousand. During this time they
arranged their plans for carrying out their mission, which,
as described in a letter of Lord Goderich, the Secretary
of State, introducing them to the Governor, Colonel
Arthur, was “to promote the moral and religious welfare
of the colony, especially of the convicts,” More par-
ticularly defined, their object was to preach the Gospel
everywhere, among prisoners and colonists; to inquire
into the state of the aborigines; to inspect penal settle-
ments, jails, schools, and public institutions ; and lastly,
to oppose the rampant evil of intemperance. Governor
Arthur, no red-tapist, though something of a martinet,
was ready to second their efforts, and his patronage was
of course an invaluable help to philanthropists whose
hat-brims were over the regulation breadth, and whose
commission was only from Newcastle Friends to all
whom it might concern.

In regard to the aborigines, the Quakers found that
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their mission was as nearly as possible not to the quick
but to the dead. Before their arrival, most of the few
remaining Tasmanians had been benevolently decoyed
by George Augustus Robinson into a convenient corner
of the country, from which they were transported to
Flinders Island, in Bass's Straits, with the view of being
civiised. The experiment failed. A tardy effort to
improve the race was not attended with the success that
had crowned earlier endeavours to exterminate it, and
since then the last of the Tasmanians, an old woman,
has paid the debt of nature—paid it, or, perhaps, trans-
ferred it to the score of our national liabilities in relation
to humanity.

George Augustus Robinson’s story has been often
told. The Quakers heard it from his own lips, and
were much moved by it. It was, in fact, a story such
as a Quaker might have loved to tell to Quakers.
Robinson took up his abode with one of the tribes, or
““mobs,” as they were commonly called, on Bruni Island, -
and having established himself in their favour and con-
fidence, he persuaded some of them to accompany him
on a tour through the country in the capacity of
interpreters. His hardships, and those of his black
companions, were extreme. Such had been the effect

‘of intimate acquaintance with the colonists and their

convict servants on the minds of the natives, that every
white man was to them an enemy. Most of the tribes
were hostile to each other, and they were all at deadly
feud with the Christians, free and bound. To approach
a native encampment, therefore, in the character of
peacemaker, was attended with the same consequences

_as to challenge it to fight; and from these consequences

Robinson’s interpreters were in the habit of running
away, leaving him to encounter them the best way he
could. In spite, however, of all difficulties and dangers,
he succeeded in collecting about a hundred savages, and
in inducing them to remove with him to Flinders Tsland,
to be protected from Christians and to be ecivilised and
Christianised.

Their interest in the aborigines, as well as their desire
to till neglécted spiritual ground, led the Quakers to
court acquaintance with a party of sealers from one of
the small islands in Bass’s Straits who chanced to visit
Hobart Town, and with regard to whom shocking
rumours were in circulation as to their appropriation of
native women and their treatment of their offspring
G. W. Walker and his friend, with the characteristic
bent of Quakers towards practical philanthropy, under-
stood that they had been sent as missionaries, not to
convert the converted, but to save the lost, and here
there seemed to be an excellent opening for their efforts,
When the sealer party was brought before Governor
Arthur to be subjected to a sort of patriarchal catechisa-
tion (with the cat-o™-nine-tails in the background), the
Quakers who were present and all attention, expected

to hear the most revolting evidence produced as to the
M
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ignorance in which the young sealers were allowed to
grow up by their rude and lawless parents. They were
agreeably disappointed to find themselves present at an
examination in religious knowledge which would have
elicited the approbation of a School Inspector. A sealer's
so-called wife was asked if she had any children. The
answer was, that she had two, both of them at the door,
and ready to be called in for inspection. His Excellency
had both introduced to him, and proceeded to catechise
them. The elder, nine years of age, repeated the Lord’s
Prayer and the Creed, and in answer to the Governor's
questions showed “that he had correct notions of a
future state.”” The younger boy, little more than six
years old, in spite of an impediment in his speech,
acquitted himself under examination no less admirably
than his brother, As their father had been represented
to be one of the worst of a bad lot, G. W. Walker's
reflection on the occasion was to the effect, “that care
is requisite in listening to reports prejudicial to indi-
viduals or communities "—a remark the far-reaching
justice of which may be taken as an excuse for its
Quakerlike simplicity. He and his companion after-
wards exhibited their sympathy for the sealer in his
lonely life, and his supposed devotion to the care of his
offspring, by cruising among the islands in Bass's Straits,
at no small risk to their lives. In the meantime they
were moved by pity for a calumniated class of men to
be sectarian for once. In parting with three of the
sealer friends they showed them, from the example of
the Society, how worship might be maintained on Gun
Carriage Island and other places, with a population of
eighteen souls or thereabouts, without the presence of
‘‘a minister of human ordination.”

If there was little to be done for the aborigines when

the Quakers arrived in Tasmania, their mission to the

convicts was not so ill-timed. As a home for prisoners
Van Diemen’s Land was then at the height of its dismal
prosperity, and a better idea of Paradise colonised from
its exact antipodes, could scarcely be got than from the
pages of G. W. Walker’s journal, descriptive of what he
saw of the island. A few days after his arrival he went
on board a ship which had just arrived in harbour with
a cargo of two bundred and sixty male convicts,
apparently a homogeneous load, but in reality mis-
cellaneous, as was shown by the fact that the *“magi-
strates were engaged in taking down a description of
each as to character,” &c. It was necessary, or at any
rate useful, to take note of shades of reputation, though
none of the very finest were to be looked for, inasmuch
as the system of assigning prisoners as servants to the
colonists was then in full vogue; and this cargo of
villany, like many a previous shipload of the same sort,
was destined for distribution over the colony, and among
people of various tastes in the matter of character.
Some colonists wanting a servant might prefer a burglar
to a poacher ; others might prefer a bigamous tailor to a
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larcenous shoemaker. Mr. Prinsep, a colonist, wrote
to his friends, “In our small ménage our cook has com-
mitted murder, our footman burglary, and the housemaid
bigamy.” Mr. Prinsep’s neighbour perhaps chose to
have his establishment differently furnished in respect of
moral character. Different tastes had to be suited on
the part of colonists, and accordingly the first thing done
with a cargo of convicts was to classify them according
to their quality as regards breaches of the ten command-
ments. After being-thus classified they were informed
(sometimes by his Excellency himself, who was a capital
preacher as well as a genuine statesman) of their
prospects in the land of their probation. They were
told that being assigned as servants to respectable
colonists they would get food, clothing, and bedding, in
return for their whole labour ; that, as the result of good
conduct, ticket-of-leave, conditional pardon, and even
free pardon, were within their reach; that if they
relapsed into.crime there was first the watchhouse
before them, then the prison or the chaingang, then the
scaffold, or, as a worse alternative, transportation to a
penal settlement like Macquarie Harbour. ’
G. W. Walker and his companion began their labours

among their countrymen, to whom a new start in life was
thus offered on the part of the Government, by a visit to
a party whose prospects had been exceptionally bad
from the first, or had been marred by a relapse into old
habits, This was a chain-gang, consisting of one
hundred and fifty men, employed on the construction of
a road across the Derwent by means of piers and a
drawbridge. An undertaking of enormous magnitude
and difficulty, this Bridgewater causeway, as the Quakers
had probably heard before visiting it, had witnessed
many strange and some terrible scenes, to which survivors
of chain-gangs might be heard alluding in mysterious
hints as to the material used being human agony and
blood. The place, however, could scarcely have
wilnessed a stranger scene than was added to the
memories connected with it by the visit of the Quakers,
The prisoners, with their irons attached to the ankles,

were drawn up in their barrack yard. A file of soldiers

was stationed on an elevated position so as to hear, and
perbaps also to see. In attendance upon the Quakers

was a servant of the Governor in his livery. Backhouse
read the eighth chapter of Matthew, in which it will be
remembered there are several references to possession
by devils and a solemn allusion to the last judgment,

and, after a pause, expounded what he had read, urging
‘““these poor criminals who had been condemned at the

bar of an earthly tribunal,” to prepare for a greater assize

so as to be in no danger of condemnation. Very

remarkable scenes indeed must have been witnessed at

Bridgewater, if this was not one of the most memorable

ever transacted in its neighbourhood. Never surely

were missionaries farther from home than were Walker

and his companion, thus preaching the Gospel at the
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antipodes to those who even there, as belonging to the
chain-gang, were far off. Nor was the genius of Chris-
tianity as a missionary, as a universal religion, ever
perhaps so strikingly illustrated in the adventures of
Christian emissaries in heathen lands among savages
and wild beasts, as by the disciples of George Fox,
offenders against law and usage only, if at all, by
opposition to war and oaths and all manner of violence
in word and deed, standing at the very ends of the
earth, before the chain-gang, victims of double crime
and accumulated punishment, and reasoning with them
concerning temperance and rightecusness and judgment
to come.

IIL.

After preaching to the chain-gang in Van Diemen’s
Land, there was possibly just one step further which
Christian philanthropy .could carry the Quakers on
their religious mission to the southern hemisphere, and
that step was taken when they proceeded to call Mac-
quarie Harbour and the other penal settlements in
Australia to repentance. Convicts for whom the society
of the chain-gang was too good, select criminals who had
attained a bad eminence at home, or had earned dis-
tinction after being transported, were consigned to these
settlements when it was not found advisable to hang
them. It is not altogether irrelevantly that the gallows
and the penal settlement are here mentioned together.
Between the two, at any rate according to the views
of those principally concerned, there was very little to
choose, and if any choice was possible, it was to be
given, in their opinion, in favour of the former, It might
be, as Sydney Smith suggested fifty years ago, that “a
London thief, clothed in kangaroos’ skins, lodged under
the bark of the dwarf eucalyptus, and keeping sheep
fourteen thousand miles from Piccadilly, with a crook
bent into the shape of a picklock, was not an uninterest-
ing picture,” or a picture of an unenviable lot ; but there
was a counterpart to be found to such a view of the con-
dition of convicts in Australia, which might have been
made use of to calm the fears of people at home lest
their condition should be made too agreeable and
attractive ; and the counterpart was the penal settlement
like Macquarie Harbour, to escape from which the
London thief would often break into “the bloody house
of life,” so as to make sure of being hanged.

If it were determined to establish a penal colony in
the wilds of the Western Highlands of Scotland, or on
the western coast of Ireland, in a situation contrived to
make solitude horrible and escape impossible ; if such a
situation were discovered on a rock in the middle of a
loch like Torridon or Ewe ; if instead of being accessible
from places along shore, or from the interior of the
country, this island jail, a prison inside of prisons, were
separated from the nearest abodes of men by a hundred
miles or more of insuperable difficulty in the shape of
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mountain and forest and jungle and fordless river; if to
this place of the doubly condemned there were conveyed
a few hundreds of the most desperate criminals now in
Portland or Dartmoor, and if everything were done by
conscientious officers of her Majesty’s service to main-
tain among its inmates an unbroken monotony of
misery and despair, it would have some resemblance to
Macquarie Harbour.

No nation, perhaps, which has yet obtained a con-
spicuous place in the world is in danger of losing its
place through the sin of pride, unless while remembering
its victories by sea and land it forgets its treatment of
poor relations, especially the poorest of all, that large
section of the criminal class who, as the result of
imperious social conditions, are left morally naked, and
are sent to the hulks for not being clothed. Any one
who reads what our good Quakers have to say of our
penal settlements in Australia, at the commencement of
her Majesty's reign, must confess that England, as well
as other nations, is not without cause for blushing in this
respect. Nor is it only perhaps in recalling the past
that occasion might be found for such a display of
humility on the part of our victorious country. If it be
true that even at the present day discharged prisoners,
as a rule, leave jail (possibly after a term of years)
penniless and friendless, and thus with the temptation to
crime redoubled; and if it be true that in many cases
they re-enter respectable society wearing a suit of clothes
which in its excessive shoddiness is a lesson in rascality,
and by its pattern is an advertisement of “ Who's who,”
addressed to the police and to the public—if this be
true, the treatment of our poor relations is still so little
to our credit that even Waterloo should hardly serve to
support our pride.

Macquarie Harbour, on the west (the uninhabited)
coast of Tasmania, when it was visited by the Quakers,
though shorn by that time of some of its atrocities, was
a disgrace to civilisation and to Christianity, such as the
world has rarely witnessed. If it had existed in his
time, Dante might have drawn from it, for his Inferno,
hints of some quaint and some tremendous horrors.
Those who approached it by “ Hell's Gates,” an almost
impossible bar at the entrance, forgot the profanity of the
name in thinking of its truth. Sarah’s Island, nearly
thirty miles from these gates, and three miles from the
mouth of a river called the Gordon, closely resembling
the Styx in colour, and also in the character of its
noxious exhalations, was the place chosen for the settle-
ment by Governor Arthur’s predecessor. Such was the
settlement as to justify Mr. West, the historian of
Tasmania, in saying of the island, * Nature concurred
with the objects of its separation from the rest of the
world to exhibit some notion of a perfect misery. There
man lost the aspect and the heart of a man.”

This insular Tartarus, a rock half a mile long by a
quarter of a mile broad, accommodated from two to
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three hundred prisoners in wooden barracks, through
which groans and oaths, the sound of the lash, and
the clanking of chains reverberated with horrible effect ;
and in a jail the cells of which were narrow and dark,
and noisome to a degree, calculated to brutalise any
known variety of human disposition and character.
Two neighbouring rocks completed the accommodation
required for the settlement: the one was Halliday’s
Island, where the wicked who ceased from troubling
found earth to cover them; and the other was Grum-
mety or Pilot Island, where the wicked who were too
troublesome to be endured were consigned to an un-
heard of solitude. 1In the sides of this latter island
there are caves, which have a tale to tell of former days
that seems barely credible, but the truth of which is
attested as if by the oaths of Quaker witnesses before a
Quaker judge and jury. Into these caves men clam-
bered up out of the surf when they were tossed out of
the boat which had brought them and their oarsmen
from Sarah’s Island, and, thus provided with a lodging,
were left for days or weeks “to add their yells to the
scream of the sea-birds and the’ moan of the western
wind.”

The Quakers were philanthropists who, instead of
preaching too much, kept accounts, and kept them
accurately. With a view to practical results they were
careful to note facts with draper-like precision. Walker
spent much time over his journals “ writing out at night,
in a clear and beautiful hand,” what he had seen during
the day. Here at Macquarie Harbour, there was much
to be done by him in that way. )

What with crimes of violence and accidents occurring
to gangs of labourers, which could only have happened
to convicts under the charge of convict overseers, it was
almost three to one at this Australian settlement that
death should result from other than natural causes. Of
eighty-five deaths, only thirty were in the course of
nature. In three years two-thirds of the population had
had distributed among them six thousand two hundred
and eighty lashes, or about thirty per man. The diffi-
culty, or rather the impossibility, of escape did not deter
even craven spirits from attempting the desperate enter-
prise. In the course of ten years a hundred and sixty-
nine men attempted to get away, of whom sixty or
seventy perished in the woods, fifty-seven were recap-
tured, and only six lived to tell the tale of how difficult
is the ascent from the under world. As for the rest
their fate is doubtful, or if anything is certain with regard
to their end, it is that they were murdered to be eaten.
“It is a horrid but indubitable fact,” as the Quakers
report, “that on several occasions when a party of men
had determined to take to the bush, some unsuspecting
simple man was inveigled into the conspiracy, for the
express purpose of furnishing food ;” and as we need
hardly have been told upon other authonty almost as
good as the Quakers), it is an equally undoubted fact
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that when such a man had to be chosen it was a point
in favour of the guileless man if he happened to be
neither too old nor too lean. Or if this should be
deemed an incredible horror, its historical character
may perhaps be supported by the fact that when escape
through the bush failed or was considered impossible,
even with the help of the guileless fat man, there was
one exit which was taken advantage of by many. If one
man was murdered, several were delivered, at least for
a time, from Tartarus. The murdered man’s release was
instantaneous and complete. His murderer’s was sure
to come soon. The witnesses, if not also emancipated
by the gallows as accomplices, were certain, at any rate,
of a holiday in being taken to Hobart Town to give evi-
dence. So something in lieu of a coin was often tossed
up to decide by an appeal to the fates how a life was to
be taken—who was to be murdered, who was to murder,
and who were to have a holiday as witnesses. “The
blow would be struck,” says a historian of Marquarie
Harbour; “one would be hanged, and two or three
would exchange for a few weeks the pine shore of one
prison for the stone floor of Hobart Town jail.”

Such was the field of work and observation into which
the Quakers entered, taking that one step which it was
possible for Christian philanthropy to take beyond the
Australian chain-gang. They were here at the ends of
the earth on their benign errand; the force of charity
could no farther carry them away from home. They
did not travel so far altogether in vain. Their visit to Mac-
quarie Harbour and to other Australian penal settlements
had undoubtedly the effect of helping to accelerate changes
in the treatment of prisoners, which make it possible now,
without looking beyond the bounds of the British empire,
to look back upon forty or fifty years ago as a period of
barbarism. They were amply rewarded, in their own
opinion, for the dangers and privations which they in-
curred on this mission, by discovering that even among
felons, to whom murder was a recreation, there were
“human” hearts on which sympathy was not wasted,
and by which religious conversation was properly and
indeed intensely relished. It is the sobriety (as distin-
guished from -stolidity) of Quaker Christianity, however,
which is perhaps its most notable feature here at the
ends of the earth. It appears as free from excitement at
Macquarie Harbour as if the occasion and the place were
a First Day meeting at Newcastle or York. Under circum-
stances to induce hysteria, it preserves its resemblance to
common sense, adheres to its preference for “guarded
expression,” notes deficiencies in the scale of rations, at
the same time that it points the way to heaven; and, while
not refusing to credit marvellous instances of conversion
among convicts of the worst class, recognises in regard to
their history and their future the operation of the law
of cause and effect—that law by which it is guaranteed
to men and nations that whatsoever they sow that shall
they also reap. Other missionaries mav sometimes be
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carried away by a generous enthusiasm, so as to an-
ticipate from a very small amount of Christian work
enormous results, such for example as the civilisation
of a continent like Africa in half a century, or the
evangelisation of a populous South-Sea Island between
one Christmas and another. Our good Quakers at
Macquarie Harbour are of the number of those resolute
and rational friends of humanity who anticipate no
greater results from their greatest labours than to see
the evil of to-day, which has existed for ages, a little
lessened before to-morrow.

There was at least one Quaker to be found among
convicts before our missionaries visited Van Diemen’s
Land. After their return from Macquarie Harbour to
Hobart Town, a Quaker meeting was established, and
convicts were among the first to become Quakers.
Walker and his companion always and everywhere, in
the most earnest manner that Friends are capable of

assuming, disclaimed sectarian motives in their religious

procedure. They prayed fervently to be strengthened .

against all temptations by which their human weakness
was assailed and might be overcome on the side of
sectarianism.  And their sincerity was demonstrated
when convicts were invited into Quaker fellowship—
when the disciples of Fox showed themselves disciples
of Him who sat at meat with publicans and sinners.
Their meeting before long was joined by colonists like
Robert Mather (destined to be Walkers father-in-law),
whose presence would have done honour to any church
in Christendom.

Walker's journals are worth reprinting. If they were
reprinted they might be illustrated, and if illustrated it
might be by the pencil of an artist alive to the touch of
the humorous and the grotesque, which often accom-
panies the sublime and serves to heighten its effect.
Such an artist would find scenes in almost every chapter
to suit his taste. There is something which tickles the
fancy, as well as something which moves the heart, in the
idea of Quakers turning both cheeks to the smiter, and
lifting up their testimony on that subject in presence of
the bruisers and murderers of the chain-gang or of Mac-
quarie Harbour. It i§ another sort of scene certainly
than that of Faust and Mephistopheles in Auerbach’s
cellar at Leipzig, but it is perhaps not much less dramatic
—our Quaker missionaries figuring on Flinders Island
among the few remaining natives of Van Diemen’s
Land. Forty-four men, twenty-nine women, and five
children had been here collected by G. A. Robinson—
the last relics (except perhaps about as many still at
large in the bush) of a race which was appointed to die,
Many points of extremely great interest emcrge in the
Quakers’ account of this now extinct variety of our
genus, but it is impossible to glance even at the most

interesting. Their sympathy for the “children of
" nature” on this occasion cost Walker and his com-

panion no little hardship, and exposed them more
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than once to serious danger, and yielded on the
whole results which tended rather to melancholy than
to philanthropic joy. They listened with pious satis-
faction to stories illustrative of the goodness of the
natural black man, and for what they heard of
his occasional exhibitions of human frailty in the
way of domestic peevishness and tyranny they had
various grave and kindly apologies to offer.  They
were struck with the humane arrangements made for
the dissolution of a species of the human race, so that
its latter end should be as decent and comfortable as
possible.  But, on the other hand, they were undeceived
as to their pious sealer friends in regard to their relations
with native women, and any doubts they may have had
as to the way in which the aborigines were treated -
before their removal to Flinders Island were dispersed
by proofs that the worst stories ever told were but too
true,

The Quakers were of opinion that the peculiar free-
dom or movement which they enjoyed as compared
with most missionaries was in their favour, the free
exercise of individual intelligence on the part of the
friend of humanity being of more account in his work
than any system or method of benevolence, however
perfect.  Be this as it may, their work as missionaries
was done in a workmanlike manner in whatever field
they entered. They had to return to the home of
the aborigines in Bass’s Straits, Flinders Island, a
year after their first visit, and they were received with
shouts of welcome from a black mob assembled to
witness their landing. If their errand was known,
the reflections of heathen minds on the subject must
have been such as would have formed, had they been
recorded, a curious epilogue to the history of a vanished
race, Walker and his companion came this time, as
before, in the capacity of peacemakers; but whereas
formerly thelr authority was from heaven, and their
errand was to the blacks, now they came from his
Excellency the Governor, and their mission was to
the whites. In a word, the commandant and the
resident missionary were at war, and as a last effort
in favour of peace the Governor had sent the disciples
of Fox to deprecate the continuance of hostilities
between English Christians and gentlemen in presence
of black men.

During the period of their stay in Tasmania, which
extended to nearly three years, the comprehensive
plan of work which the Quakers had sketched for
themselves on their landing in the colony was wonder-
fully accomplished. Apart from Hobart Town and
Launceston, centres of population separated from each
other by the whole length of the island, the inhabitants
of Tasmania were thinly distributed over country, of
which one mountainous district vied with another in
forbidding travel except on urgent business. “No

road, . except on business,” might have been seen
- ;
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notified east, west, north, and south, by travellers who
were not disposed to incur fatigue or not impelled to
run the risk of losing themselves in almost pathless
forests. East, west, north, south, the Friends trudged
forth on their benign and, to them, urgent business.
It was of no use intimating, in the largest capitals, to
such travellers, “No Thoroughfare.” They were of
the right sort of fighting Englishmen—those who fight
difficulties for less than a shilling a day, and don’t
know when they are beaten. If no better accommoda-
tion could be found for weary limbs, they slept where
they halted, with the sky for a canopy. Walker blistered
his feet, and then only came to the conclusion that it
was hardly practicable to go any farther. He and his
companion were seen in places where no missionary
had been heard of before, and left wholesome impres-
sions of their sincerity, good sense, and goodness upon
the minds of men who had considered themselves
abandoned, alike of God and man, to solitude, and
blasphemy, and drink. There were many colonists
and many convicts (some of them possibly still alive)
who for years afterwards dated all events with reference
to the visit of the Quakers, -

In a land containing 15,000 convicts they met with
one solitary rebuff, and it came from a person with
regard to whom they remark quaintly, that he seemed
to be “one of those persons who are described by an
inspired penman as ¢ fools that make a mock of sin.’”

In regard to the chief object of their mission they
were indefatigable during those three years spent in
Van Diemen’s Land. Subsequently to their visit to
Macquarie Harbour, and in compliance with his
Excellency’s request, they addressed a series of reports
to the Governor respecting the condition of convicts,
pointing out reforms which were urgently required,
especially adverting to the evils of the system of
assigned servants, and conclusively demonstrating that
punishment was least efficacious where, as in the chain-
gang and at Macquarie Harbour, it was most revolting
and inhuman. It may be that they came to the colony
with opinions on the subject already formed, but if so
it was to have their convictions strengthened by much
careful observation and much painful experience. Fla-
gellation, the chain-gang, excessive doses of solitude and
darkness, all the worst horrors of an antiquated penal
system, they denounced to the Governor, with refer-
ences to the law of Moses, which did not perhaps
appear to his Excellency perfectly conclusive, and with
appeals to reason and experience, which seem to have
been not altogether fruitless either in the colony or at
home. In reference to flagellation their protest was
couched in terms of eloquent indignation. “It is
calculated,” they wrote to his Excellency, * to increase
desperation of character; it is a part of that abstract
system of vengeance which man is not authorised to
inflict upon man.”
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Besides Macquarie Harbour they had visited Port
Arthur, which was shortly to take the place of the
former as the chief penal establishment of the island.
They had inspected the jails of Hobart Town and
Launceston ; they had made acquaintance, in various
places besides Bridgewater, with the chain-gang; they
had had more than one meeting with Nottman's gang,
consisting of one hundred and thirty select ruffians, with
regard to whom- the overseer informed them that asa
rule they had no belief in a future state of rewards and
punishments. It was not, therefore, without having
been at pains to know the truth, if they fell into an
error in protesting to Governor Arthur that to inflict
¢« gbstract ¥ vengeance was a blunder worse than a
crime,

On leaving Hobart Town the Quakers sailed for
Botany Bay, to begin in New South Wales a course of
labour like that which they had just finished in Van
Diemen’s Land. Their experience in the one colony
was to a large extent a repetition of their career in the
other, with perhaps some additional trial of their faith and
patience in the form of miasmal fever, excessive heat,
mosquitoes, and extended views of human degradation
and misery. The oldest colony of the Australian group,
though now best known by its capital, Sydney, and its
harbour, more beautiful than the Bay of Naples, was
in those days famous for a bay the name of which
is Botany. In New South Wales then our Quaker
missionaries, as far as their business was with convicts,
had arrived at head-quarters. In coming from Tasmania
to this colony the scale of their labours was altered
from that of .a island to that of a continent—irom
that of Ireland to that of a third of Europe. The
penal settlement, the chain-gang, the system of assigned
servants, flogging in large jails, suffocation in small
lock-ups, were all in full swing here as in Van Diemen’s
Land, only on a larger plan and cumbering more ground
called Christian.

Our Quakers began their labours with the penal
settlement—one of the most remarkable and most
famous establishments of the sort on which even an
Australian sun has ever shone. Norfolk Island has
been heard of on this side of the world, and is now
known as the home of the .'itcairn islanders; but it
is only in Australia, and among the survivors of a time
when transportation was a crime committed to punish
crime, that the name retains anything of the terrible
significance which it once had, It is one of the loveliest
of the lovely islands of the Pacific, a green and glorious
Eden, the marvellous beauty of which could not fail
to attract the attention of a government which, in
transplanting crime, made a po'int of giving over to
an ugly weed only the fairest scenes. Still more
than in the case of Botany Bay or Van Diemen's
Land, an island which combines rare grandeur and
loveliness with the perfection of climate, what sin did
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when Norfolk Island was made a penal settlement, was
to enter into Paradise and take possession of it in the
name of the British Government. Norfolk Island had
one thing besides its beauty to fit it for being the abode
of crime and misery—escape from it was impossible.
More than a thousand miles distant from the Australian
shore, and surrounded by a reef in which there was but
one opening, and that a narrow and da.ngerous- one, it
was the Macquarie Harbour of New South Wales in
point of dread security as well as other terrible
aspects. It was Macquarie Harbour over again,”
so the Quakers tell us, “with an extra shade of dark-
ness superadded.”

Everything was done on Sarah’s Island, Macquarie
Harbour, to give to the life of the prisoner a dull,
monotonous, depressing hue, like that of the sombre
hills and forests by which he found himself surrounded.
On Norfolk Island the art was understood and exercised
of making the misery of man’s evil days an effective
contrast to the beauty, and glory, and luxuriance with
which he was encompassed. “ Where every prospect
pleases, and only man is vile,” had an application to
Norfolk Island such as hever presented itself to Heber’s
imagination, such as.Ceylon with its “spicy breezes,” or
Africa with its “sunny fountains,” never furnished. All
vegetation was tropical ; tropical, too, was the growth of
the ugly weed sent ovér seas by the British Government

to Botany Bay, and then transplanted afresh to the soil
of this island. All that was good for food and pleasant

to the eye abounded to excess ; superabundant, too, was
the profusion of all that is hateful and horrible in the
form of sin and misery. It was found impossible to
extirpate the orange-tree, though the attempt was made
to deprive a harsh fate of the alleviation which its fruit
afforded. It is impossible to allude to the fruits of that
forbidden tree, whose mortal taste brought death into
the world, which were here as plentiful as oranges. As
had happened to them on their visit to Macquarie
Harbour, so on their arrival at Norfolk Island the
Quakers found that they were just too late to witness
the last .point to which inhuman severity could be
carried out at a penal settlement. They were in time,
however, to see and to hear enough of the island to be
able to understand why, in spite of its spicy breezes, its
name had become “infamous.” Just before their visit,

one of the colonial judges before whom prisoners came

for sentence involving transportation to Norfolk Island,
made this public declaration, * That it brought tears to
his eyes when a Norfolk Island convict brought before
him for sentence, said, ‘Let a man be what he will,
when he comes here he will soon be as bad as the rest;
a man’s heart is taken from him, and thereis given him
the heart of a beast.””

«“ Evil, be thou my good,” was the language of Norfolk
Island, as of a place to which it might be supposed to
bear only too close a resemblance. Evidence on this
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point was given before a committee of the House of
Commons by Dr. Ullathorne, Roman Catholic priest of
Sydney, which Walker was careful to preserve in his
“clear and beautiful hand.” Good men, whose con-
science did not suffer them to conform to universal
custom as regards the use of the second personal
proncun plural, the Quakers, heard at Norfolk Island of
a perversion of language which argued an immeasurable
depravity of mind. A convict, in Dr. Ullathorne’s hear-
ing, called another convict a good man. The priest was
surprised, and asked a question, which elicited the
information that in general, and according to the ethics
of the island, a bad man was called good, and a man
who was ready to perform his duty, or any part thereof,
was called a bad man. * There was a whole vocabulary
of terms of that kind, which seemed to have been in-
vented to adapt themselves to the complete subversion
of the human heart.” :
This was a fact which it was incumbent upon Friend
Walker to record with care in his best style of penman-
ship. There was much of the same sort of information
to be had with which to enrich the pages of his journal.
Here, as at Macquarie Harbour, death in another than
the Christian sense was gain ; here, even more thoroughly
than in the Tasmanian settlement, the ruffian whose
crimes were monstrous was at one with the saints and
heroes of Christian history in his longing to depart. The
most horrible scene that the good priest, whose name
has been mentioned, ever saw, was one which he
witnessed on Norfolk Island, and it was a scene, so to
speak, not of murder, but of deathbed resignation and
departing ecstasy. Twenty-four men (perhaps because
it was convenient to reckon by dozens) were sentenced
to death as mutineers. The priest was sent from Sydney

to administer the consolations of religion to thirteen of

these, and to inform the rest that they were reprieved.
As the names were read out, not the eleven who were
reprieved, but the thirteen who were to die, dropped
down, man by man, upon his knees and gave thanks to
the Eternal Mercy that His salvation had visited them,

Down with this fact in thy journal, Friend Walker,
and let it remain there for a testimony—against whom
need not be said—but, at anyrate, against man’s in-
humanity to man.

It was at Norfolk Island, at the end of a visit of two
months’ duration, that the Quakers received the address
to which allusion has been made, beginning, “ We, the
prisoners of the Crown embracing the tenets of the
Protestant faith.” Partly, perhaps, because with all
their gravity they were not devoid of humour, the
Friends would fain have been spared this testimony to
the worth and success of their labours; but they were
gentlemen, and lest they should seem to slight a kind-
ness, which was all that Protestantism in reduced cir-
cumstances had to offer them, they accepted it. It
had cost them a disagreeable voyage of three weeks’




202 GCEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER.

duration to reach the island. They had a narrow
escape from drowning, as they swung in their boat on
the edge of the reef which guarded the approach to
an ocean prison, whose walls were inaccessible basaltic
cliffs. Not without much fatigue and hardship, perhaps
not without blistered feet, certainly not without aching
hearts, they had followed the prisoners of the Crown
embracing the Protestant faith into the depths of the
narrow and sultry valleys winding among the mountains
of which the island consists, and had noted how the
vertical sun under which they worked had obliged them
to dispense with clothes, and imparted to their skins
a hue resembling that of negroes. They had seen
the flower and crown of forest loveliness, the Norfolk
Island pine, flourish along the ridges of hills the sides
of which were covered with a jungle of fruit-trees, the
orange, the lemon, the guava; and these features of
a paradise in the Pacific had only served to deepen in
their minds the sadness of the.reflections which were
suggested by the fact of Protestants not being allowed
the use of knives and forks, and being restricted to the
use of spoons, lest they should murder each other with
any weapon except the reg'ular hoe. Here, however, in
this complimentary address from the almost negro-hued
Protestantism of the island, was their reward ; as much
of a reward, perhaps, as the friends of humanity have
any right to expect; a sign that possibly earnest and
faithful work has not been altogether thrown away; a
token that possibly the day is yet coming when the
wilderness shall somehow blossom as the rose.

IIT.

Inclusive of their visit to Norfolk Island, the mission
of the Quakers to New South Wales (of which Queens-
land and Victoria were then outlying portions) occupied
them over two years. The thoroughness with which
their work was done was not altered by the scale of their
labours being changed from that of an island to that of
a continent. Wandering not among the ruins of empire,
but among the foundations of cities and commonwealths
}ust rising above ground, they were known by their broad-
brims and their zeal for human wellbeing as far north
as Moreton Bay, as far south as that part of the bush
which is now the city of Melbourne, and to almost every
settlement, large and small, and nearly every lonely hut
between these points. As in Tasmania so in New South
Wales, their idea of visiting the colony was to enter not
only into every town and village, but, as far as possible,
into every house. They did not finally take leave of
Sydney, which has now a population of one hundred
thousand, and was then a considerable city, until they
had gone from door to door giving notice of their meet-
ings. Their object being to call the city and the colony
to repentance, not to extend the influence of a sect, the

primitive practice of a household visitation recommended
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itself to them as preferable to more sensational and less
laborious methods of making their object known, To
their credit, as well as not a little to the honour of the
colonial clergy, when they entered into other men’s
labours, as was to a certain extent unavoidable in Sydney
and other places, they did so without provoking any
jealousy or wrath, As in other cases, so in the instance
of G. W. Walker and his companion, it was noticeable
that Quakers, whose differences with the rest of the Pro-
testant world could be shown to be greater than those of
any one part of it with any other, had no difficulty in
establishing friendly relations with the representatives of
sects between whom there was the bond of an almost
identical creed, and the antipathy which too often accom-
panies that bond. Either as the reward of their having
suffered much in past times for rightecusness’ sake, or as
the result of their peculiar garb and speech being identi-
fied rather with prison reform and humane treatment of
the insane, than with disputes about infant baptism or
the eastward position of the celebrant, the Quakers
would seem to have the privilege of differing with all
churches, and, indeed, in a mild way, of excommunicat-
ing them all, and at the same time of being permitted
peaceably to do what they can to benefit mankind. It is
doubtful if there ever was in appearance a more pro-
vincial figure than that of the disciple of George Fox
before the days of his conformity to the world—the
Quaker of preceding generations, with his broad-brim,
and his jargon more uncouth than his hat. Vet in virtue
of his consistent and determined bearing as a friend of
humanity, amenable in his conduct and activity to the
rule of reason as well as that of the Scriptures, the old-
fashioned Quaker, with his coat cut in the style of
William Penn’s and his pigeon English, would seem to
be the most cosmopolitan character in religious history.
Walker's journals, especially his entries relative to
Sydney, suggest some such reflections as to the Friends
and their relation to other Christians.

Old Samuel Marsden, the father of Church missions
in Australia, famous for his labours and adventures and
successes in New Zealand, still held his post of colonial
chaplain, and still, it is to be presumed, retained those
scruples about meeting convicts in society, for which he
was mercilessly chastised by the wit of Sydney Smith.
But even old Samuel Marsden, like the rest of the
colonial clergy of all denominations, in spite of the
connection, historical and actual, between Quakers and
convicts, had a hearty welcome to give the Friends, and,
indeed, did much to further their mission, especially
by fostering the interest taken in it by his Excellency the
Governor of New South Wales.

A serious and resolute attempt to conquer an empire
rather than a province for pure and undefiled Chris-
tianity, for righteousness, temperance, and peace, the
mission of the Friends in New South Wales is a fact
the historical interest of which is in some respects
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unique. When the epoch of village politics, in which
the question of dividing the village common is para-
mount, has come to an end in the Australian colonies,
and when the laws that govern the intercourse of nations
have superseded the legislative tricks and reprisals of
parochially-minded parliaments, Australia will undoubt-
edly have to be reckoned among the great empires of
the world. It will be curious then, no doubt, for the
historian of Australia to recall to mind the fact that
two unpaid missionaries in Quaker garb undertook the
task of perambulating it, New Testament in hand, from
north to south, and from east to west, and accomplished
their undertaking. No Christian nation in the world,
perhaps, can look back to a time when it was treated as
a parish, and when every inhabitant of the parish was
known to have been personally canvassed for his vote
and influence in favour of peace on earth, good-will
among men. Australia, when it attains the fulfilment
of its destiny as the United States of the southern hemi-
sphere, will be able to refer to such a period in its
history. When that time comes, if the memory of
James Backhouse and G. W. Walker is revived, as no
doubt it will be, the fact, perhaps, will not be over-
looked that their mission was, above all, to the outcasts
from the Christian society of the Old World, the acknow-
ledged failures of Christian civilisation in Europe ; and
the remembrance of the fact may perhaps help to guide
the course of civilisation and of Christianity under the
southern cross. A new empire, in which the mission of
Quakers to convicts is an important date, may possibly
have an example to show to older Christian communities
of how to treat criminals, and, it is to be hoped, may
have something to teach them, in regard to crime, in the
way of substituting prevention for punishment.

The year 1835, in which the Quakers began their
labours in New South Wales, saw Batman, and after him
J. P. Fawkner, arrive at Port Phillip from Tasmania, and
unconsciously found the colony of Victoria and its
splendid capital, Melbourne. ~With Batman, Walker
and Backhouse had made acquaintance during their
travels in Tasmania, and it was no doubt rather the
interest which they took in the proceedings of a friend,
than any anticipation of the future of Port Phillip and of
Melbourne, which led them to record in their journals
“the following rare example of justice in dealing with
the aborgines 7 ;:—*“In the ‘Sydney Herald’ of the 6th
inst. it is mentioned that J. Batman, with the assistance
of three Sydney blacks, whom we saw at his house, has
purchased from a native tribe in the vicinity of Port
Phillip a tract of land of about five hundred thousand
acres. The payment consisted, in part, of one hundred
blankets, tomahawks, knives, flour, &c., and it was agreed
that a certain quantity of food, clothing, and arms was to
be paid each year to the amount of about £ 200 sterling.
This novel example of equitable arrangement with the
aberiginal possessors of the soil will be hailed with satis-
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faction by every friend of humanity.” Perhaps the
reader of this entry in the Quaker’s journal may be
pardoned for being less struck with the equity of the
arrangement than with the fact that it was made only
some forty years ago, and that since then the hunting-
grounds of the aborigines of Port Phillip have become
the Brightons and Folkestones of the wealthy citizens of
Melbourne.

In the year 1835 there must have been, in the “sailor-
king's” navy, ships sometime out of commission, from
which it would not have been difficult to select one
for a voyage to the Antipodes. There must have been
In that year in England a great many officers of the
army and navy on half pay, ex-diplomatists, sinecurists,
non-resident clergy and bishops of small dioceses, of
whom one or two might have been appointed to sail
in that vessel, and to see how the experiment of calling
a new world of criminals into existence to redress the
But, as if
to show how much room the noblest political organisa-

balance of the old was going to succeed.

tions in the world, and the best ecclesiastical institutions,
will always leave for the friend of humanity to occupy
on his own account and at his own expense, it was left
to Haglden Bragg's apprentice and his companion to
discover in the southern hemisphere more than one

" Black Hole of Calcutta the property of his Most

Gracious Majesty, “ At Campbell Town, a village in
the midst of beautiful English-like scenery,” they came
upon a jail such as it would be difficult to match among
government properties in despotic or even barbarous
countries. ~ Walker had his yard-tape with him,
measured the principal ward, and noted the dimen-
sions in his journal, 2o} feet by 124, height 8 feet.
A wine-vault beneath the police-office or court-house
had been converted into a prison which consisted of
this dungeon and five solitary cells, lighted and venti-
lated only with a few small air-holes opening on the
road, and only to be explored in the daytime with a
lamp.
at one time, the effect on certain occasions, when the

Here as many as sixty persons being confined

climate of Campbell Town was more than usually like
that of Calcutta, was that the magistrates, sitting above,
were driven away from the seats of justice, while the
suffocated prisoners had to be carried out at intervals
to have a chance of recovery, which it was almost a
doubtful act of humanity to give them,

The huts of the chain-gang working on the road were
surrounded with a wooden fence, and hence the name
of stockade applied to a cluster of these huts. At
Maitland the Quakers visited the Iron Gang stockade,
Walker with his measure and note-book in hand. This
roadside bastile consisted of huts set on wheels, and
intended to accommodate twenty men each, Their
measure was taken, and it was found to be 71 feet by
14, with 6 feet of height, thus allowing one foot and a

half of space for each of the twenty inmates as they lay
o
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side by side on wooden shelves. In the judgment of
our unpaid inspectors of penal establishments, confine-
ment in these cages from six in the evening till six in
the morning, especially during hot Australian weather,
must have entailed “a considerable amount of distress.”
Whether the amount of distress was in excess of the
demands of justice was a matter which was not nicely
calculated with regard to the stockade any more than
with respect to the penal settlement. It was not dealt
out by weight at either place like the daily rations. On
the whole, Walker .concluded that if there was excess it
‘was greatest on the side of the stockade. “WereIa
prisoner,” he says, “and had my choice between a
stockade and a penal settlement, I should decidedly
prefer the latter ;” which reflection, considering he had
sailed through the Gates of evil name into Macquarie
Harbour, and that he had seen Norfolk Island, may
be taken to mean that it was time for the friend of
humanity to appear at the Iron Gang stockade with his
yard-tape and his note-book.

Among chain-gangs in New South Wales, one at
Marulan held the place which was conceded to Nott-
man’s in Tasmania—for incorrigible wickedness, The
Quakers walked twenty-three miles one day in the month
of February, probably a day too warm for the comfort
of travellers, and found the men of this gang drawn
up before the hut on religious parade. It was a
“relieving season of labour” to Walker's mind, though

the audience seemed almost as little hopeful as any he
had seen. The lieutenant in command mentioned that
in a gang consisting of seventy men two hundred and
sixty cases of flagellation had occurred in the course
of sixteen months, or about four weekly. One back
had received nine hundred lashes. The Quakers were
much impressed with what they heard, and still more
with what they saw. They had noticed often before
the malformation of the heads of prisoners. Here it
was more marked than they had ever before seen it
And perhaps this helped to make the occasion of his
visit a “relieving one” to the mind of a friend of
humanity like G. W. Walker. Idiocy has no other
pleasing effect, but it does serve to soften the harsh
features of crime.

The Quakers, in fulfilling their mission to convicts,
were struck with the resemblance between the heads
of the criminals and those of idiots, Philanthropists,
whose mission has been specially to the insane, have
been impressed with the same family likeness. ' Sir
Robert Officer, of Tasmania, to whom the Quakers
refer in terms of grateful respect, will pardon an old
friend for naming him as one of these philanthropists,
one who, from his long official connection with the
Colonial Hospital for the Insane, has been obliged to
devote a keen intelligence to the study of the heads of

madmen, and who has had rare opportunities in Van

Diemen’s Land of comparing the outward lineaments
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of idiocy and of crime. His testimony, given from the
side of the hospital, is emphatic as to the truth of the
testimony delivered by the Quakers from the interior
of the jail ~Neither science nor humanity has spoken
its last word as to the connection between crime and
insanity.

The patronage of the Governor of New South Wales
was invaluable to the Quaker missionaries, especially
as regards their journeys and voyages to the more
remote districts of the colony. Moreton Bay, then a
small penal settlement which was to grow into Brisbane,
the capital of Queensland, was the limit of their travels
northward. They were allowed a passage and rations
on board the Government schoouer going to the settle-
ment, and the vessel, for their sole convenience, was
ordered to call at Port Macquarie, another penal
establishment on the way. On board the schooner
the friend of humanity’s measuring tape was once more
found to be an indispensable part of his equipment.
There were forty-one convicts on board, linked together
by a long chain passing over the fetters of the ankles,
and confined to a jail in the hold, in a nearly tropical
climate, at the hottest season of the year, without water
and almost without room to change their position,
This floating Black Hole, carrying the meteor flag of
England, was found to measure 18 feet by 16 feet.
Walker, in recording the fact, ventures to express the
opinion that “the debasing effect upon the mind” of

confinement in such a place was not likely to be the
smallest part of the mischief attending it.

About four hundred prisoners constituted the principal
part of the population of the capital of Queensland, and
the treadmill was the principal object of interest to
visitors. Here again the Quaker igspectors of jails
found that punishment was meted out to crime rather
with profuse liberality than with nice discrimination.
They found the climate outside the treadmill tropical,
and learning that the chain-gang inside had to lift their
feet three thousand eight hundred and forty times with-
out change, they could not help considering that the
sufferings of fat men must be excessive, Men of the
type of Cassius might be the greatest villains on the
wheel, but their punishment in sultry weather was light
compared with that of corpulent felons, whose misdeeds
were comparatively trivial.

One journey on which Walker and his companion had
to endure much fatigue, was that which they made in
the direction of Wellington Valley, two hundred miles
north-west of Sydney, the seat of a mission to the
natives. The former suffered severely on the road
from cramps, which he had too much inward light or
common sense to regard in any other way than as a
gentle “rebuke” for breaking the laws of health by
excessive exertion. Walker and his companion did
not readily credit accounts of the total depravity of
human nature. They saw reason, as they fancied, to



214 GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER,

distrust such accounts in the instance of the most
hardened convicts. But what they heard and saw of
the blacks at Wellington Valley convinced them that
something very like utter depravity was possible.
What has been the history of almost every attempt to
civilise the natives of Australia repeated itself here,
with perhaps some aggravations of disappointment to
the philanthropist. A party of native youths would
assemble at the mission house to be taught reading and
instructed in the Christian faith. *They would eat
voraciously of the provisions set before them, smoke
as much tobacco as they could get,” receive as little
education as possible, and in a few days get tired of
civilisation and Christianity, and find an excuse for
decamping into the -bush, either in a friend’s illness
or an important engagement, or, not unlikely, in the
missionary’s refusal to supply Billy or Bob with a new
pipe.

Much more pleasing and satisfactory than the visit to
Wellington Valley was that which the Quakers made to
an outlandish place midway between the Green Hills
and Newcastle. Their object on this cccasion recalls the
parable of the lost sheep in yet another form than any in
which the story of their travels may already have brought
it to mind. An elderly man who had once been a
Quaker was here in the position of an assigned servant.
This old convict paid a compliment to the Christianity
of his brethren which not every form of Christianity has
deserved by its treatment of the fallen, if he expected
that any of them would leave the society of the ninety
and nine respectable Quakers, who needed no salvation,
and would come into the wilderness to see whether he
could not be brought to repentance. But whether unex-
pectedly or not, the satisfaction of finding that he was
not forgotten by the fellowship to which his career had
been no credit, was in store for him. The missionaries
had much friendly conversation with their erring brother,
and at a meeting of assigned servants to which they
preached the gospel of forgiveness and charity, he was
moved to make “a feeling allusion to the solemnity of
the occasion,” and to signify to his fellow-servants that,
in his opinion, it was good to refrain from evil. Walker's
final entry with regard to him in his journal is not with-
out pathos. ¢ The wanderer above alluded to accom-
panied us some miles, and at parting we had a solemn
season as we extended some counsel in a few words,
under the renewed feeling of the love of our Heavenly
Father, which would gather all into the garner of rest
and peace.” Perhaps, on one not untenable view of the
meaning of the parable of the lost sheep, and of much of
the primitive gospel, it might appear to have been worth
while for the Newcastle Quaker to travel to the Anti-

podes, and into a desert place between Newcastle and
the Green Hills, only in order to share this “solemn
season” with a fallen brother.

Gross evils connected with the system of disposing of
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convicts as assigned servants came under the notice of
the Quakers in New South Wales, as formerly in Tas-
mania. Drunkenness and all manner of vice and crime
were skilfully prometed by a regulation permitting
masters to pay prisoner-servants a third of their wages
in drink, In case the solitude of bush life should have
any tendency to repress criminal instincts and to check
criminal habits, convicts were required to attend a
monthly muster, at which it was certain that drink and
evil communications would have the result of providing
fresh material for the chain-gang and the penal settle-
ment. In the fewest instances were any pains taken by
settlers to encourage prisoner-servants in well-doing.
As a rule, the effect of families being served by ticket-
ofleave was the rapid deterioration of character on
both sides. Walker writes that the colonial youth whom
he saw at more than one place were not of a hopeful
aspect as regards physique, intelligence, or morals. e
was disposed to attribute the fact partly to climate and
much more to intercourse with a class of servants with
regard to whom, as has been seen, “the malformation
of the head ” was a constant subject of remark on his
part and on that of his companion.

With their experience of upwards of two years’ travel
in New South Wales, added to their intimate knowledge
of convict life in Tasmania, the Friends were able to
speak with an authority all their own in regard to trans-
ported felons. On that subject it may be safely asserted
that no two men living were better qualified to give
advice to the British Government than James Backhouse
and George Washington Walker. Their advice was
actually in due form imparted to Parliament, and was
not, it may be assumed, without effect upon the course of
legislation. Returning for a brief period to Tasmania,
after once more and finally subjecting Sydney to house-
hold visitation in the interest of righteousness, temper-
ance, and peace, they found a new governor in power
in the colony, and, of course, a new private secretary
attending the governor. The former was Sir John
Franklin ; the latter, Captain Maconochie, the prison
reformer; and from both of these distinguished men
the Quakers received a cordial welcome, Captain
Maconochie, in drawing up the well-known report on
the subject of convict discipline in the colonies, which
was presented to the House of Commons, was indebted
to the Quaker missionaries for valuable assistance, of
which he made acknowledgment in these terms : “ The
well-known and highly-respected Quakers, James Back-
house and George Washington Walker, who have been
above five years in the penal settlements, observing
closely the operation of their existing constitution, not
only cordially agree with the views which I have here
attempted to explain regarding it, but also with those
I entertain for its amelioration, They have accordingly
given me a testimony to this effect, which I subjoin,
and also placed their MS. journals and reports in my
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hands that I may select whatever passages I may find
in them to my purpose. I feel extremely indebted for
this kindness, and avail myself of it gladly.”

A royal commission existing for the same number of
years, travelling over the same ground, and performing
the same work, would have cost England a good deal
more than the rations on board a convict schooner with
which the Friends were several times provided at the
expense of the State. It would have cost more, done
less, done it not so well, and yet perhaps would have
received the thanks of both Houses. But the Quakers,
serving another Master than that to which a commission
would have looked for pay and praise, were well pleased
that, as the reward of their five years’ services, it was
permitted to them to lift up their testimony in the
British Parliament in favour of a more humane treatment
of prisoners, Neither John Bright nor William E.
Forster was then in the House, and though it was four
years since Joseph Pease, upon his affirmation, had been
admitted a member, probably he was the only Quaker,
as he was the first, who had a seat within its walls. Did
any member, except Joseph Pease, remember, on read-
ing the report in which the testimony of the Quakers
was quoted in favour of the humane treatment of con-
victs at the Antipodes, that one of the earliest public
appearances of the Quaker fraternity was when they
stated in Parliament, in 16509, that two thoysand of their
number had suffered imprisonment in Newgate, and
when one hundred and sixty-four Friends in good health
reported themselves by name to the Government as
desirous of being imprisoned, in place of an equal
number whose term of confinement illness threatened
to cut short? If the report of 1837 did thus carry the
mind of any M.P. back to 1659, he must have reflected
that a long and intimate connection had existed between
Quakers and convicts, to the advantage of the one, and
not to the discredit of the other.

“On the third of the eleventh month,” 1837, six
years and two months aftér leaving home, Walker and
Backhouse set sail from Tasmania for Melbourne.
From this point, at which the main interest of their

mission no longer lies among convicts, it is only pos-.

sible to mark the direction which they took in their
wanderings.  All that lends to Walker's formal, un-
adorned record of their travels in Australia, Mauritius,
and Africa, a deeper interest than belongs to all but a
very few of the best stories ever told of missionary toil
and adventure and observation, must be left in the
bulky biographical sepulchre to which the memory of a
good man has been consigned.

Melbourne was found by the Friends to consist of
about one hundred weatherboard huts, helping the
eucalyptus to shade ground gently sloping to the Yarra
Yarra. Adelaide, to which they proceeded from Mel-
bourne in the year one of both cities, supplied them
rather with recollections of numerous ili-conditioned
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natives than of thriving English colonists, such as
welcomed the Duke of Edinburgh in 1869. Excessive
heat, mosquitoes, sand-flies—* bless you, a heart-break-
ing country” to look at—all the plagues which have
made Western Australia a place of punishment to
British soldiers and settlers as well as to convicts, did
not deter the Quakers from completing the round of
the colonies by a visit to Albany, Perth, and Freemantle,
Sand and blight were in his thoughts as Walker made
the last entries in his journal — the sand which was
described as beautiful grass in advertisements relative to
Western Australia ; the blight which had been found to
pervade all the colonies alike, and which was due, not to
climate, but to drink.

Anxious to enter upon the field of work in South
Africa, of which they had obtained a passing glimpse on
touching at Cape Town, the Quakers spent only two
months and a half in Mauritius—too short a period, as
they felt, for making satisfactory acquaintance with the
state of an island in which Quakers, as anti-slavery
Christians, had much to observe. After seeing a good
deal of a strangely mongrel population, and making the
best possible use of their slender stock of French in the
way of preaching the Gospel, they left the island, enter-
taining the modest hope that, ‘““in connection with
other sources of evidence,” the knowledge which they
had obtained might be made to subserve the general
interests of humanity., The abolition of slavery was too
recent an event, the prevalence of Parisian morals, not
improved by exportation, was too palpable a fact, to
admit of their indulging any more sanguine expecta-
tion, They were prevented by circumstances which they
much regretted from seeing the grave of ‘ Paul and
Virginia ;” but had they accomplished their purpose of
visiting the spot, the web of reflection which would have
been woven under their broad -brims would certainly
have been of very mixed texture, and included some-
thing belonging to a French idyl, much appertaining to
a Parisian Sunday, and something also connected with
the prospect of a kingdom of God eternal upon earth.
Their faith in this kingdom, apart from the results of
their individual efforts on its behalf, and apart from the
existence of the religious body to which they belonged,
was characteristically firm ; it was only staggered for a
momen_t, not shaken, by Macquarie Harbour, Norfolk
Island, the Mauritius.

Their destination on leaving Mauritius was South
Africa, where they spent two years and three months,
and where their travels extended beyond the limits of
Cape Colony, to within a few days’ journey of Port
Natal in the east, to Motito in the north, and across
the Orange River into the Great Namaqualand on the
west. Eighty mission stations at the time represented
European Christianity in its beneficence and also its
numerous divisions. The Friends paid a visit to every
one of the eighty. Every town and village within the



232 GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER.

limits of the colony made acquaintance with their zeal
for the promotion of temperance and righteousness
and peace. In the course of their wanderings from
south to north and from ocean to ocean, they travelled
six thousand miles by waggon or on horseback. Start-
ing from Cape Town, to follow the line of the East
Coast, and afterwards to strike across country, they did
not behold the Atlantic from the Great Namaqualand
without having toiled and suffered in the service of
humanity, under an African sun, as other missionaries
in the same regions have toiled and suffered. Many of
the best books of travel in existence relate to the ground
over which Walker and his companion travelled on their
errand of peace. Walker’s journal will bear comparison
with the best of them in point of interest and even
entertainment. It is amusing as well as instructive to
note in its pages the effect upon familiar African scenes
and characters, of being looked at from under a broad
brim and through Quaker spectacles, and of being set
down, as much without exaggeration as without malice—
described with the austere simplicity of the book of
Genesis, yet not without the shrewdness of a Newcastle
“canny” man. A special interest perhaps attaches for
the moment to many passages in the Quaker’s journal,
referring to scenes in which the marks of the Kaffir War
of 1836 were still fresh.

Sneers at Christian missions in Africa, which have
been elaborated by wits at home, and which have
received countenance from too credulous missionaries
and too censorious travellers, have not been without
effect upon the hopes of the Christian world in regard
to the annexation of the countries of the Kaffir and the
Hottentot, As an antidote to these sneers, nothing
better than Walker's journal of his tour of inspection
among Christian missions was ever published. The
same faith in God as good, and in man as not altogether
bad, which our Quaker missionaries found to be the
strength of their hearts and the force of their sermons
at Macquarie Harbour and Norfolk Island, enabled
them with singular success to overcome the world where
the world consisted of the dominion of rival Christian
sects often at war, and of heathen tribes seldom at
peace. They had to record at the end of their travels
in Africa, that they had been received as friends and
brothers, not only by persons of different religious per-
suasion and country, but of different colour and language.
Quaker Christianity, consisting only of a very little of
breadth of brim, and much of warmth of heart, was the
best passport they could have carried with them on their
journey. If their waggon, as it creaked upon its rude
axle and jolted over stray boulders, in the Great
Namaqualand, could have been pointed to as that
which was conveying to the heathen the knowledge of a
peculiar use of the personal pronoun, or of the impor-
tance of correct views respecting infant baptism, its
approach might have been regarded with indifference, or
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have called forth hostility at some mission stations
and at various native kraals. But wherever they went it
was understood that their errand was peace and good-
will, and on that errand they were everywhere welcome,
Moshesh, the famous Bechuana chieftain, hearing
what was done in the name of Christ in the territories of
some of his neighbours, once set out from his kraal, with
a thousand head of cattle driven before him, intending
to buy a missionary. - He would have been fortunate if
chance had thrown in his way a missionary like G: W.
Walker or James Backhouse. Wonderful might have
been the results if Quaker Christianity, often persecuted
in Europe, had been for once established by law in
Africa. Problems of deep interest in Church and State,
which perplex European statesmen, and are the gage of
battle between European sects, might have been shown
by the Bechuanas to be capable of solution. It is
certain that if G. W. Walker, or his companion, or any
missionary of the same spirit as theirs, had been
intrusted with the direction of religious affairs in the
dominions of Moshesh, the spectacle would have been
exhibited there which has been rarely seen in England
and in Europe, of a Christianity not too good for the
world—not too studious of perfection in regard to its
dress and ornaments to attend to the work of clothing
the naked, and casting out devils, and turning spears
into ploughshares, and swords into pruning-hooks,
. On quitting Africa the Quaker missionaries parted,
after nine years of fellowship in toil and in the peace
of God, never to meet again. Backhouse went home
to York. Walker returned to Tasmania, married, and
settled in that colony. In Tasmania he commenced
business as a draper, and succeeded well enough to
satisfy his modest ambition, though he rather restricted
his trade by refusing to sell lace and other vanities for
which his lady customers were in the habit of making
anxious inquiries. Then he was appointed to a post in
the Savings Bank, and in the occupancy of that office
he died at a comparatively early age. It may well be
supposed that such a missionary as we have made
acquaintance with in him was not idle as a philan-
thropist after he took to trade. The colony owes
Hawdon Bragg's apprentice as much gratitude, perhaps,
as is due from it to any man that ever set foot upon its
shores. Every good work proposed by anybody else
was heartily seconded by him. Many a good work
owed its commencement and its success to his almost
unaided labour. His advocacy of temperance in par-
ticular, his warfare against drunkenness, was crowned, as
it deserved to be, with splendid results. When he died it
was not a class, or a sect, or a city, but a people, a colony
of a hundred thousand English men and women, that
lamented the loss of a brave, devoted, noble man. The
lesson of his life does not need to be pointed out in these
pages. Itisthata good life, even if it begin in a draper’s

shop and end at a clerk’s desk, may have imperial issues.
- F

Sttt



JOSEPH BENSON MATHER.

Many of our readers will hear with
regret of the death on Saturday, 17th
May, 1890, of our old and respected fellow
citizen, Mr, Joseph Benson Mather, at
the age of 76. Mr, Mather was one of
our oldest surviving colonists, having
arrived in Tasmania in the year 1822, He
was born in London in May, 1814. His
father, Robert Mather, was of Scotch birth,
apd when a young man came up to London,
where he became a freeman of the city and
carried on business as a hosier in Sun-street,
Bishopsgate-street.  His mother was a
daughter of the Bev. Joseph Benzon, u man
whose name is still held in honor as one of the
chieffriends and fellow workers withJohn and
Charles Wesley in the great religious move-
ment of the 18th century, and anthor of a
commentary on the Bible, highly estesmed
in the Wesleyan Church, In this work his
davghter gave him valuable help.

About the year 1820, the colony of Van
Diemen’s Land began to attract attention in
England as a desirable field for eettlers with
capital. The Rev, Wm. Horton—brother of
Captain Horton, the founder of Horton
College—was then the Wesleyan minister at
Hobart, and he sent urgent representations
to his co-religionists in England to in-
duce an emigration of industrious and
God-fearing men as settlers, whose infinence
and exampﬁl might help to raise the tone
of the eommumty and to weutralise some
of the evils rampant in a penal settlement.
Amongst many others Mr, Robert Mather
was induced to try his fortunes in the new
colony, and selling off his London business,
he sailed with his wife and family of young
children in the barque Hope, towards the
end of the year 1821, The ship proved un-
seaworthy, and had to put back to Rams-
gate, where she was seized ; the conduct of
the owners in eending such a vessel to sea
becoming the subject of a Parliamentary in-
quiry, After a three months detention,
the bharque Heroine, was provided by
the Government to convey the passengers
to their destination, Amongst those
who sailed with the Mathers in the
Heroine were several persons afterwards
well known in Tasmania, viz., Messra. Geo,
Carr-Clark, John Walker, Henry Hopkins,
John Dunn, James Turnbull, Lieut. Steele,
and the Rev, George Clarke (father of
the Rev. Geo. Clarke of Davey-street
Church). After an eight months voyage, in
the nourse of which the vessel put into Rio
de Janeiro for waber and provisions, the
Heroine arrived in the Derwent 10th Sep-
tember, 1522, There were no wharves in
those days, and passengers and cargo had to
be landed at a little wooden jetty on the
site of the present 0ld Wharf. The Mathers
could not find a house in the “*Camp” or
“¢ Bettlement,” ag the town was then called,
but secured as a temporary homs a house on
Potter’s Hill, nearly opposite to the present
Memorial Hall, Brishane sireet, A few cot-
tages stood between it and the confines of the
town, which did not then reach beyond
Bathurst-street, but around it and beyond, up
whet is nov Elizabeth-street, stretched the
original bush, with one or two scattered
dwellings  towards Providence Valley.
Robert Mather had brought a stock of
goods wish him, and bwmlt a stors for
hiz 1usiness at the corner of Elizabeth
and Liverpool streets, opposite Walch's,
where Lloyd's-buildings now stand. The
new store was the first shop of any preten.
sions which had been built in Hobart, and
its sive and handeome appointments excited
much interest amongst the towspeople, In
this shop, which he called * Londen
House,” Robert Mather commenced bosi-
ness, Ag in all newly-settled countries
the stock-in-trade comprized all goodas
likely to Dbe required Dby the colonists,
There being no bank established, the
storelieeper had to supply its place by issning
paper currency; and by receiviog wheat
and wool in exchange for supplies, he had
also to discharge the duties of a merchant.

The eldest son, Joseph, who wuae eight
years old when the family reached Hobart,
received his firat lessons at a school kept by
a Mr. Stone in premises afterwards well-
koown as the office of the late Mr.
Thomas Young, aud occupying the epot
where Heatborn's Hotel now stands,
On the arrival from Scotland of Mr,
~omes Thomson—a noted schoolmaster of
those days, from whom many of our older
colonists received their edneation and who
was & competent and able man—the boy was
tra.naferra(E to his care. Robert Mather had
come to Tasmania with theintention of fol-
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lowing a country life, and after a few years
he obtained from the Governor free grants
of land, which were then allotted to settlers
in proportion to their capital. The location,
which contained 2,500 acres, was chosen at
Muddy Plains, near Ralph's Bay Neck,
Hera Mr. Mather sank large sums of money
on improvements which proved unremunera-
tive. His young son,the subject of this notice,
had in the meantime the principal care of the
business in town. The farm did not prosper,
Robert Mather, by his resistance to some
arbitrary requirements of Colonel Arthar,
had aroused that Governor’s hostility, and
the injury which his sturdy independence
brought on him, in days when Governors
were all-powerful, added to his other losses,
compelled him to give up his property at
Rnlph‘s Bay, and eventually to wind up his
affairs, Ono his return to Hobart in
the year 1838, liberal friends , cume for-
ward to help him, and he made a
fresh start in partnership with his son
Joseph as a wonllen draper and hosier in
the premises in Liverpool-street, which
have ever since been ovcupied by the
firm, It may be mentioned that when
the new Dbusiness began to prosper,
not only were all the old creditors paid in
full, but the moneys which had been sub-
seribed Dby his friends were faithfully re-
funded to them,

Up ta this time the family had belonged
to the Wesleyan Church, but coming under
the influence of Messra, James Backhouse
and Georga W. Walker, the well-remem-
bered Quaker travellers and philanthropists,
Mr, J. B, Mather, with others of hiz family,
joined the Society of Friends. From that
period he has devoted the earnest labour
of a long life to the service of that religions
body, tv whose principles and practice he has
always been warmly attached.

From the year 1836—with the excep-

tion of a short interval which he
spent in a business house in Hydoey—
down to within a few years of his

death, Mr. J. B. Mather’s energies were
almost wholly wabsorbed in his businesa,
He was oatura’ly of a retiring disposition,
and never took sny part in public affairs.
But he had a large fond of quiet energy, and
of the stealy persistence derived from his
Scottish ancestry, and in spite of frequent
ill health he found opportunity to do
no ioconsiderable amownt of religions and
benevolent work in an unobtrusive way,
and to pay oceasional visits to the
other colenies in connection with the
religions work of the Society he loved
so well. In the year 1874, he took
hiz son, Mr. J. Fraoncis Mather, into partner-
ship in business, which has since bren
carried on under the name of **J, B. Mather
and Son.” From this time Wr. Mather
began gradually to withdraw from the
active management which he left to
his son, and gave more time to the
benevolent work which was always pear
his heart, and for which he, as well as his
younger brother, the late Mr. Robert
Ardrew Mather, was so geoerally esteemed
In the Bible Bociety he had for many years
taken a deep and active interest, and

a few years since accepted the posi-
tion of seeretary, an office to which
he gave much time and attention. In the

management of the Eagged School he has
also taken a prominent part, but his laboors
of late years have been chiefly oceupied in
the establishment and management of a train-
ing school for young erimioals at the Cas-
c¢ades, The fonndiog of this institution was
largely due to the efforts of the father of the
late Judge Giblin, but the carrying out of
the work, which claimed much tact and
thoughtful eare, has fallen to a Board of
Managers appointed by the Government,
To this Board Mr. Mather has acted as
seeretary, grudging no time or trouble for
the welfare of the boys committed to the
care of the institution. Of the lads who
have left this Reformatory, many are now
in various parts of the conntry apprenticed
to farmers, and apparently giving evidence
of the good effect of the training which they
have received.

Mr, Mather's interest in education was
not wvonfined fo charitable and element-
ary schools, He entered warmly into
the project of establishing a  school
having for its special object the superior
education of the children belonging
to his own religions community, on the
wide and liberal lines for which the
higher schoo's of the Society of Friends in
the Home Country are so distingnished.

Reprinted {rom “The Mercury,” 19th May, 1500,

He lived to see his exertions crowned with a
success far above his expectations in the
establishment of the Friends’ High School
in premises of its own, not merely supply-
ing the want for which it was founded, bug
abtracting to it a large number of pupils
from the general public, He was an nctive
member of its committee and his face was
familiar to the pupils, for scarcely a day
passed without his visiting the schoolrooms.,

Within the last few months advancing
age was plainly telling on Mr, Mather.
Several attacks of illness, especially of de-
feutive action of the heart, warned him that
his days were drawing to a closs. On Mon-
day last he was attacked by inflaenza, and in
his enfeebled condition he gradually sank
under the depressing effects of that malady,
till after only three days’ illness be quietly
expired at noon on Saturday.

Mr. Mather marvied in 1542 a daughter of
the late Mr, Francis Cotton, of Swanport,
Four children survive him ; onesou, Mr, J, F.
Mather, who carries on the business, and
three danghters, one of whom is married to
Mr. G. H. Robey, and another to Mr, W,
Benson, of Waratah, New Town,

Of Mr, Mather it may be emphatically
said that he was a good man, He never
same before the publis, but his life was
ocaupied in the daily round of homely duties
and unottrusive effort for the welfare of his
fellow men, especially of those who were
poor and needy. Such a life has iittls to
show in the way of incident which can be
recorded in the coloumns of a newspaper.
But it is to such men, more perhaps thsn to
those who hold a prominent place in the
public eye, that a community owes its ad-
vancement in those things which go to build
it up in the more important elements of
national well-being.

Mr. Mather has been gathersd to his
fathersin a ripa old age, universally respected
as a good citizen, and sincerely regretted by a
large number of friends. His slight figure,
elad in the quaint old Quaker garb, to which
through all she changes of fushion he stead-
fastly adhered durivg 50 years, will be
missed by many from the streets of Hobart,
and by none more than by the poor and
friendliss, amonget whom he went about
doing good.

THE FUNERAT.

The universal respect in which Mr. J, B.
Mather washeld, wasunmistakably evidenced
in the large and representative gathering of
every class of the community, who assem-
bled at his late residence in Colville-street,
and accompanied the remains to their final
resting place in the burial ground belenging
to the Society of Friends. The morning
was brilliantly fine, and the impressiveness
of the scene, as the large numbers both on
foot and in carringes slowly followed the
hearse, was heightened by the presence of a
numercus band of boys, comprising the
scholars of the Friends’ School, and the
inmntes of the Boys’ Reformatory, in whose
welfare the deceased gentleman took such a
wartu interest. Around the open grave, on
the side of which the coffin had beea placed,
there stood the relatives of the deceased,
representative ministers of nearly every
religious  denomination, wnd many a
man and woman, who, thongh deepl
feeling their loss, could, through it all,
bless God that such a man as Joseph Beuson
Mather had lived, For some wminutes all
remained silent, the large concourse
reverently waiting the utterances of those
who should be moved to address the as-
semblage. The drst to speak was Mr. Henry
Propsting, an old and valued friend, who
was followed by Mr. J. Ridley Walker.
Then Mr. 8. Clemes, the master of the
Friends’ School, spoke of the joy that
ehould fill all true liearts on such an occa-
sion, when to depart was * far better,” and
that though  our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build-
ing from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal, in thé heavens,” coneluding with
prayer. The Rev, George Clarke followed,
testifying in eloquent words to the great and
exceeding value of the quiet, Chrisé-like life,
declaring that the Church of Christ owed more
to snch lives than to those of the gifted and
eloguent whose fame filled the world. The
last speaker was Mr, Francis Mather, son of
the decensed, This most impressive service
was fitly coneleded with a hymn, sweetly
sung by the children of the Ragged School,
and then the large assemblage gradually
dispersed, not unimpressed with a service,
so reverently, so quietly, and so happily
conducted,

Apperctix £
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GEORGE WASHINGTON WALKER = SARAH BENSON MATHER
b. in London 19 March 1800 b. 14 Sept, 1812
bapt. circa 1810 by UnitarianMinister d. 26 Aug. 1893
m. 15 Decr. 1840. 4. at Hobart
1 Feb. 1859.
[ | 1 I ]
I
lames Backhouse Elizabeth Ann George BensonT Isabel Robert = Eliza Hannah John Ridley = Adoh C. Sarah Thompson Joseph Benson
b. 14 Oct. 1841 k. 1 Jan. 1843 b. 4 June 1844 | Swift k.31 Jen. Amos b. 27 July Giblin b, 21 May 1849 b. 26 Sept. 1851
d. 4 Nov. 1899 d. unm. d. 26 Sept 1846, eld. dau. 1847. d. 24 Sept. 1905 d. 24 Dec, 1877
onm. 1887 . m. 5 May of James d. 27 Aug. R, —
N | 1869. Amos, 1915,
(s}
ssue d. 7 Sept. | Cranbrook,
1894 Glamorgan, Tas.
Ursulao Bernard Ridley Joan Ridley
L. 1882 b. 1B84 b. 1886
d. 1957
L]
Margaret Bragg Mary Augusto |sabella Frances-
b. 15 Sept. 1853 b. 2 Dec, 1856 b. 30 July 1858
d. 17 Nov. 1870 d. 21 April 1952 d. 24 May 1949
unm. unm. = Tannes e llpam
i[ Heﬁmjr L\{’-afct—\
] { |
Elsie Brendo HWinifred Esther Gertrude Mary Kathleen Beatrice Jeon Roberta Theodore Benson Marjorie Lavinia
Mcrgcrref Amos

b. 6 June 1870 L. 14 Aug. 187 b. 30 Jon. 1873 b. 25 April, 1877 b. ? Aug. 1881 b. 3 Now. 1883 b. 14 Mch 1887
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UIRCULAR 70 THE MATHER FAMILY.

Having taken much interest in the name which has for many generations, on
both sides of the Atlantic, been honored, and as its hearers have stood in the front
rank in all the great and good movements of the times in which they lived, I
esteem it a pleasure to gather facts sufficient to warrant the assertion that a
thorough work of the Mather family, embracing the different branches in the Old
and New World, will be published. T trust a cheerful compliance to my desire
for information will be granted by each member, in ovder that a tree so-perfect in
all its branches, may be formed, that future generations of the Mathers may take
much satisfaction among the branches of so goodly a tree. Probably with some
one of the names of the past or present which I mention below, you will trace your
connection, or will be able to give facts which will help me to do it.

Alexander Mather, M. P. from Norwich, Eng., in. 1547. The Mathers of
Lancashire, to whom the English Crown granted a coat of arms in 1575, Thomas
Mather, Glyn Abbnot (county of Flint), who was granted a coat of arms in 1847;
his father, Ellis, and grandfather, Daniel, were residents of Toxteth, Eng. James
Mather, in 1612 from Hindly, or Aspul, Eng. Rev. Wm. Mather, about 1800
from Dover, Eng. Rev. Thomas Mather, about 1800 from Beverly, John
Mather, Lowton, Lancashive; his son, Thomas; and grandson, Rev. Richard
Mather, born in Lowton in 1596, whose old .residence is still standing in Lowton ;
Richard came over to Boston in the ** James" in 16335 and has numerous descend-
ants in America, His eldest son, Rev, Samuel, returned to England, preached in
London, and was appointed Chaplain by the Lord Mayor. He also preached in
Dublin, where he died October 29, 1671, and was buried in the Church of St,
Nicholas, Another son of Richard’s, Rev, Nathaniel, also returned to Europe,
preached at Barnstable, Dublin and ILondon, where he died in 1697, July 26,
Joseph Matlicn came from Walec in 1682, settled in Pennsylvania, where there are
seven generations and several lines. Richard Mather came from Liverpool m
1685, to Philadelphia, in the ship “ Rebecca "—no further facts about him are
known by me. A Doct. Thomas Mather died at Ialifax, N. ., in 1762, Wm.
Williams Mather, a distinguished Geologist, died in Columbus, Ohio, in 1859. Of
those now living, 1 note the following Clergy of the Church of England: F. Vaughn
Mather, Hon. Canon of Bristol ; Edward L. Mather, M. A., Bootle: Edward
Mather, M. A., Rochdale ; Geo. Mather, M. A., Freehay ; Herbert Mather, M. A,
Godmanchester.  Of the Congregational Church: R. C. Mather, D.D., L.L.D.,
of England; Rev. Wim. M, Mather, 5, Lambeth, England, Of the Methodist
Episcopal Church: Rev, James Mather, Presiding Elder in Connecticut and
Rhade Island, came from Lancashire, England, near 1830; John Mather, Esq.,
Silk Manufacturer, Manchester, England; John Mather, Esq., Washington, D. C.,
whose father came from Scotland in 1828 ; James Alexander Mather, who passed
examination at Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons in Edinburgh, Scotland,
in 1878, was from Fifeshire, Scotland: Geo. Mather, Esq., Highland Hall, St.
Feters, St. Albans (Hertsford Co.}; ). Mather, Esq., Spring Grove Isleworth (Mid-
dleses Co.); R. Mather, Esq., 2 Russell Villa, Greenwich (Kent Co,); R, Mather,
Esr., 3 Clarence Row, Newington (Middlesex Co.); J. W, 1), Mather, Esy,, Lon-
don; Henry James Mather, Esq., London; R. Mather, Esq., Tyldesly, England,

I have given these men’s names, hoping that it will facilitate the connecting
of the different links,

Yours very truly, HORACE E. MATHER,
Hartrorp, Cosn., U. S, A,
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